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The risk of a hazard can be increased by several factors including loca��on, 

magnitude, poverty, development of a country, and preparedness.  

 

�x�� Development -If a country is an LIC, hazard risk will  higher because it 

does not have the money to prepare e�+ec��vely with earthquake proof 

buildings.  It cannot cope with the disaster a�Lerwards  due to a alack of 

trained emergency services.  

�x�� Urbanisa��on - If a hazard takes place close to a large city risk will be high-

er because larger numbers of people will be a�+ected by the hazard risk 

compared to less populated rural areas.  

�x�� Magnitude- If an earthquake measures high, above 7.0 on the Richter 

scale, hazard risk will be higher because it will release more seismic ener-

gy with makes it more powerful and destruc��ve.  

Fact Þle:  Hai�� is a LIC.  

7.0 magnitude earthquake 

80% earn less than $2 a day 

70% unemployed 

15% children die before the age of 5  

47% of people are illiterate  

 

E�+ects  

230,000 people killed and 1 in 5 jobs lost. 

Cholera outbreak due to poor sanita��on 

98% of rubble remained a�Ler 6 months. 

The World Bank waived Hai��’s debt payments for 5 years 

 

How risky is our world? Year  9  Term 2 

(2) What increases hazard risk? 

Trinity TV 
For more help, visit Trinity TV and watch the following 
videos: 

(1) Keywords 

 

An earthquake is the sudden release of seismic energy that is felt as shaking.  

�x�� The epicentre is the loca��on directly above where the earthquake starts. 

�x�� Seismic waves are waves of energy caused by the sudden movement of 

the earth’s crust. We feel these as vibra��ons and shaking.  

�x�� The Focus is the loca��on inside the earth’s crust where the earthquake 

begins.   

(6) Why was the risk lower in New Zealand? 

Fact Þle: New Zealand is a HIC.  

6.3 magnitude earthquake 

GDP/Capita: $42,084 

4.3% unemployed 


